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Can nature 

bring out the best 

in a character?
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Host:  Welcome to What Makes It Good?, the movie review show that asks the experts if a movie is accurate enough to be good.  Today we are reviewing the fi lm version of Old Yeller, and we have two experts with us.  One is historian Lester Year, who writes about life on the nineteenth-century Texas frontier.  The other is animal expert Kay Nyne.
First up is our animal expert.  What makes Old Yeller good?

Cast of Characters
Television Host

Animal Expert Kay Nyne
Historian Lester Year

 TARGET VOCABULARY 
romp       frantic 
strained      lunging 
picturing      checking
wheeled       stride
shouldered       bounding

GENRE
Persuasive text, such as 
this readers’ theater, seeks to 
convince the reader to think or act in a certain way.

TEXT FOCUS
Persuasive techniques are 
often used in text to convince 
readers to think or act in a 
certain way. 

Set a Purpose Set a purpose 
for reading based on the 
genre and your background 
knowledge.
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TARGET VOCABULARY

TARGET SKILL

TARGET STRATEGY

Intonation

Visualize
Idioms

Vowel + /r/ SoundsIntonation

Direct and 
Indirect Objects

Write to Respond

Focus Trait: 
Word Choice

DecodingFluency

Understanding Characters

Visualize

Comprehension

earth
peer
twirl
burnt
smear
further
appear
worthwhile
nerve
pier

squirm 
weary
alert
murmur
thirsty
reverse
worship
career
research
volunteer

More Vowel + /r/ Sounds

Spelling
Grammar

Vocabulary Strategies

Can nature bring out 
the best in a character? 

Main Selection: 
“Old Yeller”

Connect to Media: 
“What Makes It Good?”

frantic
lunging
stride
checking
wheeled

bounding
shouldered
strained
romp
picturing

Big     Idea
Nature deserves 

our respect.

Writing


