
UNIT 2

Analyze/Evaluate

Write to 
Respond:  
Opinion 
Paragraph

Homophones

EVERGLADES 
FOREVER

RESTORING AMERICA’S GREAT WETLAND

by Trish Marx photographs by Cindy Karp 

What persuades 

us to protect 

the environment?
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National Parks 
of the West

Big Bend National Park: Texas
Big Bend National Park is located along the Rio Grande, also called the Rio Bravo, the river that forms the boundary between Mexico and the United States.  The park is open year-round.  more 

Wildlife and Vegetation
Big Bend is the home of more than 1,200 plant species, including 60 kinds of cactus, and more than 4,000 animal and insect species.  This diversity is due to the park’s many natural habitats, from the Chihuahuan Desert to the Chisos Mountains.  more

National Parks 
of the West

 TARGET VOCABULARY 
conserving responsibility
restore attracted
regulate adapted
vegetation unique
endangered guardians

GENRE
Informational text, such as 
this website, gives facts and 
examples about a topic. 

TEXT FOCUS
Graphic Sources  Informational text may include a graph, which shows how different facts and 
numbers relate to each other 
and to the text.
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TARGET VOCABULARY TARGET VOCABULARY

Prefixes en-, re-, pre-, pro-

HomophonesAdjust Rate to 
Purpose

Conjunctions

Write to Respond

Focus Trait: Ideas

DecodingFluency

Persuasion

Analyze/Evaluate

Comprehension

steel
steal
aloud
allowed
ring
wring
lesson
lessen
who’s
whose

manor
manner
pedal
peddle
berry
bury
hanger
hangar
overdo
overdue

 Homophones

Spelling
Grammar

Vocabulary Strategies

What persuades us to 
protect the environment?

Big     Idea

Nature deserves
our respect.

Main Selection: 
“Everglades Forever: 
Restoring America’s 
Great Wetland”

Connect to Science: 
“National Parks 
of the West”

endangered
unique
adapted
vegetation
conserving

restore
guardians
attracted
regulate
responsibility

TARGET SKILL

TARGET STRATEGY

Writing


