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Preparing for

 TARGET VOCABULARY 
embark  pressing
surveyed distracted
conduct  representatives
cramped viewpoint
bracing shattered

GENRE
Informational text, such as 
this brochure, gives factual 
information about a topic.

TEXT FOCUS
Directions A text may include a set of instructions telling 
how to do something, often by following a series of steps.

review what you can do to 
prepare for a hurricane.  Why 
should you clean the yard 
before a hurricane?

What Is a Hurricane?
A hurricane is a tropical storm 

with a wind speed of seventy-four 
miles per hour or more.  Hurricanes 
develop each year in the Atlantic 
Ocean, the Caribbean Sea, and the 
Gulf of Mexico.  A hurricane’s heavy 
rain can cause flooding.  Windows can be shattered by strong winds.  High 
winds can also uproot trees and pull 
down power lines. 

If a hurricane threatens your 
area, local representatives may 
call for an evacuation.  If you are 
not evacuated, it is the viewpoint 
of weather experts that advance 
preparation can help keep you and 
your family safe.
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TARGET VOCABULARY

Using Reference Sources

Vowel Sounds in 
Stressed Syllables

Accuracy and 
Self-Correction

Subject and 
Object Pronouns

Write to Persuade

Focus Trait: Voice

DecodingFluency

Cause and Effect

Visualize

Comprehension

bargain
journey
pattern
arrive
object
suppose
shoulder
permit
sorrow
tunnel

subject
custom
suggest
perhaps
lawyer
timber
common
publish
burden
scissors

VCCV Pattern

Spelling
Grammar

Vocabulary Strategies

What effect can one 
person have on history?

Big    Idea
History is made 
by individuals.

Main Selection: 
“Dangerous Crossing”

Connect to Science: 
 “ Preparing for

Hurricanes”

cramped 
distracted
viewpoint 
shattered
surveyed 

pressing
representatives 
embark
bracing 
conduct

TARGET SKILL

TARGET STRATEGY

Writing


