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A History of the Comics

by Linda Cave
Do you read the funnies in the paper? They have been popular for more than 

one hundred years.  They tell stories with words and pictures, and new episodes 
appear each day.  Assuming you read 
comics, you know they can be funny. 
Sometimes they feature adventures or 
political issues.  Some comics 
are in books, too. 

Development of Comics

1896: Yellow Kid 

1897: Speech balloons; 
story panels

1907: Daily comics 

1933: First comic books

1934: Flash Gordon

A History of the Comics
 TARGET VOCABULARY 

feature  thumbed
record  developed
assuming  incredibly
mental  episodes
launch  villains

GENRE
Informational text gives facts and examples about a topic. 

TEXT FOCUS
A timeline marks the sequence of important events in a period of history or other span of time.

dates relate to the title of the 
selection?
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Word Origins

Word Parts and
Inflectional EndingsRate

Adjectives

Write to Narrate

Focus Trait: 
Voice

DecodingFluency

Author’s Purpose

Monitor/Clarify

Comprehension

scrubbed
listening
stunned
knitting
carpeting
wandered
gathering
beginning
skimmed
chatting

shrugged
bothering
whipped
quizzed
suffering
scanned
ordered
totaled
answered
upsetting

Words with -ed or -ing

Spelling
Grammar

Vocabulary Strategies

Why does an author
want to tell a story?

Main Selection: 
“Lunch Money”

Connect to Social Studies 
“Zap! Pow!: A History 
of the Comics”

record
mental
launch
assuming
episodes

developed
feature
incredibly
villains
thumbed

TARGET SKILL

TARGET STRATEGY

TARGET VOCABULARY

Big     Idea
Everyone has 
a story to tell.

Writing


