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How do you 

persuade people to 

support your ideas?
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De Zavala:
A Voice for 

Texas
I n February 1836, people living in the 
part of Mexico called Texas faced a big 
decision.  The Mexican leader, General 
Santa Anna, was a cruel dictator who 
would not share power.  Many Texans 
wanted to separate from Mexico.  A year before, at a meeting, or “Consultation,” 
they had voted to stay in Mexico but form their own government.  One of the 
delegates to the Consultation was a 
respected Mexican statesman named 
Lorenzo de Zavala.  He and others would meet again in March to vote on 
independence.  We can imagine de Zavala giving a speech like this one to a crowd in Harrisburg, Texas, the town he represented.

 TARGET VOCABULARY 
urge violations
minimum granted
effective issue
deteriorating ordinance
dependent exception

GENRE
Persuasive text, like this 
speech, seeks to persuade the 
reader to think or act a certain way.

TEXT FOCUS
Persuasive techniques may be used in a speech to persuade the reader to think or act a certain way.
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TARGET VOCABULARY

TARGET SKILL

TARGET STRATEGY

Greek and Latin Suffixes 
-ism, -ist, -able, -ible

More Common SuffixesStress

More Kinds of 
Pronouns

Write to Narrate

Focus Trait: Ideas

DecodingFluency

Persuasion

Summarize

Comprehension

lately 
government 
forgiveness
settlement 
agreement 
harmless
watchful 
cloudiness 
enjoyment
countless 

delightful 
appointment
steadily 
noisily 
effortless
closeness 
tardiness 
plentiful
calmly 
forgetful

Suffixes: -ful, -ly, -ness, -less, -ment

Spelling
Grammar

Vocabulary Strategies

How do you persuade 
people to support 

your ideas?

Big     Idea
Everyone has a 
story to tell.

Main Selection: 
“Darnell Rock 
Reporting”

Connect to Social Studies: 
“De Zavala: A Voice 
for Texas”

issue
deteriorating
dependent
exception
granted

effective
urge
violations
ordinance
minimum

TARGET SKILL

TARGET STRATEGY

Writing


