
Poetry 
The Whale/Wild Geese
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Big as a street —

With fins, not feet —

I’m full of blubber,

With skin like rubber.

When I breathe out,

I  s p e w  a spout.

I swim by the shore

And eat more and more.

I’m very, very hard to ignore. 

by Douglas Florian
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by Sandra Olson Liatsos

When I watch

Their flock in flight

And when I hear their cries

I wonder how

They always know

Their way through

Distant skies.
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Setting:
The dark, watery world below the sky

Characters

Narrator: The animals living below 
the sky led a peaceful life.

Toad: (Lazily) Should I swim, or 
should I take a nap? I’ll nap.

Narrator: But one day two Geese 
flew down with news.

Goose 1: (Landing in the water) Guess 
what! Skywoman dreamed about a 
hole in the clouds! And her dream 
inspired the Chief to uproot the 
Great Tree!

Toad: Too bad. I liked that tree.

Goose 2: Now there really is a 
hole in the clouds!

Otter: (Peering upward) And 
Skywoman must have fallen 
through, because here she comes!

Turtle: Geese! Can you fly up and 
catch her?

The Haudenosaunee myth “Skywoman and Turtle” is in Lesson 6 of 

the Journeys Student Book, page 164. Read this play version of the 

myth. Then tell how the two versions are alike and different.
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Geese: We can—and we will! 
(They fly off.)

Narrator: While the Geese took off 
into the sky, Turtle thought about 
what to do next.

Turtle: Skywoman will need 
someplace to land. I doubt if she can 
swim.

Narrator: Turtle tilted her head, 
pondering. Finally she came to a 
decision.

Turtle: Toad! Swim down and bring 
up lots of mud!

Toad: Mud? That’s your plan?

Turtle: As much mud as you can 
carry! Hurry!

Narrator: Toad dove into the water. 
Meanwhile, the Geese circled lower 
and lower with Skywoman between 
their wings. At last, Toad came to the 
surface. His mouth bulged with mud.

Turtle: Good! Now, you and Otter 
spread the mud over my shell, good 
and thick!

Otter: (Spreading mud) This will 
make a nice soft landing.

Narrator: Just in time, the Geese came 
down on Turtle’s back with Skywoman.

Skywoman: Thank you, noble animals. 
You rescued me!

Toad: No problem. Hey, you have seeds!

Skywoman: Yes, I grabbed them from 
the Great Tree as I fell. (She scatters the 
seeds on the mud.)

Narrator: The seeds took root. Soon the 
mud became the earth, thick with plants 
and full of new life. And later, Skywoman 
gave birth to twins. They became the 
first people.

Toad: All because of me! (Toad 
exits with a splash.)

Short Article 
Skywoman’s Rescue
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Leaving Home
On a warm summer day, a tiny striped fish wiggles out of the 

gravel of a riverbed in Northern California. For the next few months 

this young Pacific salmon, called a fry, explores the section of the 

river where she was born, feeding on insects and plants. Then instinct, 

knowledge she was born with, tells her to swim downstream. Tumbling 

over rocks and through rapids, the salmon finally reaches the mouth of 

the river, where it meets the sea. Saltwater and freshwater mix and the 

salmon spends a few weeks feeding on small shellfish as she doubles 

in size, loses her stripes, and turns a shining silver.

Then the young salmon travels out to sea, swimming for thousands 

of miles into the ocean. In a few years she will find her way back across 

the ocean and up the river to the exact section where she was born. 

How can she do this? 

Animals have five senses, just as people do: sight, hearing, touch, 

taste, and smell. To navigate, they use these senses and other abilities 

that people don’t have, such as echolocation, in ways that scientists 

are still trying to understand.

These sockeye 
salmon are returning 
to their home to 
spawn, or lay eggs.
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Elephant Talk
Elephants trumpet when they are 

excited or alarmed. Mother elephants 

hum to their newborn babies. But 

people who study elephants have 

noticed something odd. A herd might 

be grazing peacefully in the African 

grasslands. Suddenly they all lift their 

heads, flap their ears, and begin to 

walk together in the same direction. 

They may walk for miles and then meet 

another herd. The elephants greet each 

other with loud trumpeting calls, flap-

ping their ears, and twisting their trunks 

together. It’s a gigantic family reunion. 

How did they find each other?

The elephants didn’t see each other. If the wind was not 

blowing the right way, their sense of smell didn’t help them. 

Scientists were puzzled. Dr. Katy Payne solved the puzzle when 

she recorded elephant sounds at a slow speed. She listened 

to the tapes at normal speed and heard elephant sounds no 

human had ever heard before. They were deep rumbles, too 

low for our ears to hear.  But elephants could hear them from 

miles away. Scientists call this infrasound. 

Sound moves in waves through the air. Low sounds like the 

elephants’ rumbles move in long waves that can travel many 

miles. So elephants rumble back and forth to find each other. 

Elephants travel together 
in groups across the 
African plains. They follow 
infrasonic calls their 
relatives make, sounds too 
low for human ears. 

Long Article 
Animals on the Move 

Prefixes and Word Roots

Decoding

Phrasing: Pauses

Fluency

produce
company
protect
preview
contain
combat
prejudge
commotion
contest
prefix

progress
computer
confide
convince
prospect
confirm
preflight
provide
propose
promotion

Word Parts: com-, con-, pre-, pro-

Spelling

Multiple-Meaning Words

Vocabulary Strategies

TARGET VOCABULARY

disturbing
struggled
function
flawed
gradually

scanned
identical
routine
gorgeous
sweeping

Text and Graphic Features

Visualize

Comprehension

TARGET SKILL

TARGET STRATEGY

How do graphics and 
captions help show the 

paths animals take?

Big    Idea
Discovery takes many 

paths. 

Possessive Nouns

Grammar

Multigenre 
Writing

Writing


